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THE PENNSYLVANIA
YOUNG READER’S CHOICE

AWARDS PROGRAM
2014 - 2015

octa

Sponsored by

The Pennsylvania School Librarians
Association



Purpose of the Award

The purpose of the Pennsylvania Young Reader’s Choice Awards Program is to
promote reading of quality books by young people in the Commonwealth, to
encourage teacher / librarian collaboration and involvement in YA and children’s
literature, and to honor authors whose works have been recognized by the students of
Pennsylvania. The program is sponsored by the Pennsylvania School Librarians
Association.

Guidelines for Participation

Participation in the Pennsylvania Young Reader's Choice Awards Program is open to
all students who are attending public or private schools or are enrolled in a certified
home study program in grades K-12.

The school library/media specialist may be the sponsor of the award program in a
school; however, any teacher or administrator may act as sponsor.

1. Obtain the support and authorization of the principal.

2. Provide information about participating in the award program to teachers,
students and parents. See additional tips in the “Ideas for Promoting the Award”
section.

3. Be familiar with the books included in the master list and check that they meet
book selection criteria for your district or school.

4. Have as many of the titles available as possible. It is not necessary to purchase
every book on the list to participate in the program. Purchasing multiple
copies may encourage additional student involvement. Many books on the list are
available in paperback.

5. Begin the program at the start of the school year, or plan ahead and include
PYRCA titles on summer reading lists.

6. In order to qualify to vote, students must either read or have listened to at least 3
books from the list. Students have until March 1 to read the books.

7. Provide ballots in early March so students may vote for their favorite book.

8. Participating libraries and schools should tally the votes and send the results to
the Pennsylvania Young Reader’s Choice Award Committee by MARCH 31.
Please be sure to send the number of votes each book received, not just the

winning book at your school,

Submit votes to THE ONLINE VOTING REPORT FORM at
tinyurl.com/pyrca-vote OR the Voting Report Forms at the center of this
booklet OR download the form from the PSLA website (www.psla.org).

9. A certificate will be awarded to each participating school.
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Criteria for Consideration

Titles to be considered for the master reading list are generally nominated
by the Pennsylvania Young Reader’s Choice Awards Program Committee,
but nominations may be submitted by students, teachers, librarians, parents
or anyone who is interested in promoting reading.

Each book must meet the following criteria:
1. It must have an original copyright date within five years of the award’s
presentation.

2. It must be written by an author currently living in North America.

3. It must be appropriate to the interest, reading and grade level of those
students in each grade strand: K-3, 3-6, 6-8, and 9-12.

4. It must receive positive reviews from recognized published sources.

5. It may be any genre: fiction, informational, or poetry, but not
anthologies of collected works of multiple authors.

Send nominations to:

The Pennsylvanian Young Reader’s Choice Awards Program Committee

2750 Old Orchard Rd.

Lancaster, PA 17601

or post to the Pennsylvania Young Reader’s Choice Awards wiki:
http://pyrca.wikispaces.com

Please include your name, address, and professional position.

All nominations should be submitted by SEPTEMBER 1 in order to be
considered for the following year.

For more information contact us at pyrca.psla@gmail.com .
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PREVIOUS WINNERS continued
2005-2006

Super Dog: The Heart of a Hero by Caralyn
Buehner(K-3)

Scarnimals by Jack Prelutsky (3-6)

Gregor the Overlander by Suzanne Collins (6-
8)

The Second Summer of the Sisterhood by Ann
Brashares (YA)

2006-2007
Skippyjon Jones by Judith Schachner (K-3)
Hachiko by Pamela Turner (3-6)

Peter and the Starcatchers by Dave Barry and
Ridley Pearson (6-8)

My Sister's Keeper by Jodi Picoult (Young
Adult)

2007-2008
Good Dog by Maya Gottfried (K-3)

Aliens Are Coming! by Meghan McCarthy (3-
6)

The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan (6-8)

Dairy Queen by Catherine Murdock (Young
Adult)

2008-2009

The Great Fuzz Frenzy by Janet Stevens and
Susan Stevens Crummel (K-3)

No Talking by Andrew Clements (3-6)

Drums, Girls and Dangerous Pie by Jordan
Sonnenblick (6-8)

Twilight by Stephenie Meyer (Young Adult)
2009-2010

Scaredy Squirrel by Melanie Watt (K-3)
Henry's Freedom Box by Ellen Levine (3-6)
Found by Margaret Peterson Haddix (6-8)

The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins
(Young Adult)

2010-2011

Chester by Melanie Watt (K-3)

Two Bobbies: A True Story of Hurricane
Katrina, Friendship and Survival by Kirby
Larson and Mary Nethery (3-6)

The Name of This Book Is Secret by Pseu-
donymous Bosch (6-8)

Perfect Chemistry by Simone Elkeles (YA)

2011-2012

Shark vs. Train by Chris Barton (K-3)
Pop! The Invention of Bubble Gum

by Meghan McCarthy (3-6)

The Red Pyramid by Rick Riordan (6-8)
Matched by Ally Condie (Young Adult)

2012-2013

Memoirs of a Goldfish by Devin Scillian (K-
3)

Belly Up by Stuart Gibbs (3-6)

Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper (6-8)

The Fault in Our Stars by John Green (Young
Adult)

Useful Information

e  Award stickers are available for 25 cents each. Checks should be made out to
PSLA. Send request with a self-addressed, stamped envelope to Stephanie
Gibson, 2750 Old Orchard Rd., Lancaster, PA 17601.

e  Visit the PSLA Web site for the following:
http://www.psla.org/index.php/awards/pa-young-reader-s-choice/

1. Copies of this booklet in PDF

2. Book talk scripts
3. Recording charts
4. Author thank-you letters

e Visit the PYRCA wiki for best practices, updates and so much more at

http://pyrca.wikispaces.com/Home

¢] Check out our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/pyrca

PENNSYLVANIA YOUNG READER’S CHOICE AWARDS

WINNERS OF THE
2013-2014

Creepy Carrots by Aaron Reynolds (K-3)

The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate (3-6)

Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children by Ransom Riggs ( YA)

Chomp by Carl Hiaasen (6-8)

Alice Cyphers*
Stephanie Gibson *
Jeannie Bellavance
Peg Bruch

Sue Dahlstrom
Tiffany Emerick
Rosemary Gross
Winnie Host
Sandy Krieg
Martha Lambertsen
Christine Landis
Myra Oleynik
Erin Parkinson
Christina Peterson
Amy Pickett
Nadine Poper
Debra Snyder
Elissa Sullivan
Marti Trzepacz
Carolyn Walsh

Committee Members

Bangor
Lancaster
Ambler
Bangor

King of Prussia
Hatboro
Gwynedd Valley
Wallingford
Upper Dublin
Wallingford
Lancaster
Venetia, PA
Ellwood City
Refton

Media
Blandon
Ephrata
Philadelphia
Wallingford
Audubon

Please contact the committee if you need more information.

pyrca.psla@gmaﬂ.com
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PENNSYLVANIA YOUNG READER’S CHOICE AWARDS PROGRAM

Bean, Jonathan

Brown, Peter

Bryant, Jen
Fleming, Candace

Keller, Laurie

McCarthy, Meghan
McCarty, Peter
Mills, Claudia
Moore, Eva

Park, Linda Sue

Prelutsky, Jack
Rubin, Adam
Schneider, Josh
Snicket, Lemony

Sternberg, Julie

Black, Holly
DiCamillo, Kate
Fairlie, Emily

Fradin, Judith Bloom
and Dennis Fradin

Harley, Bill

Kurtz, Chris
Laidlaw, Rob
Maclachlan, Patricia

Moss, Marissa
Pflugfelder, Bob and
Steve Hockensmith
Raum, Elizabeth

Spinelli, Jerry
Suthetland, Tui T.

Tavares, Matt
Wissinger, Tamera
Will

MASTER LIST
2014-2015
Kindergarten — Grade 3

Building Our House
Mr. Tiger Goes Wild

A Splash of Red: The Life and Art of

Horace Pippin
Papa's Mechanical Fish

Bowling Alley Bandit
Daredevil: The Daring Life of Betty
Skelton

Chloe
Kelsey Green, Reading Qneen
Lucky Ducklings

Xander's Panda Party
Stardines Swim High Across the Sky:
and Other Poems

Dragons Love Tacos

Tales for Very Picky Eaters
The Dark

Like Bug Juice on a Burger

Grades 3-6

Doll Bones
Flora & Ulysses

The Lost Treasure of Tuckernuck

The Price of Freedom: How One
Town Stood Up To Slavery

Charlie Bumpers vs. the Teacher of
the Year
The Adventures of a South Pole Pig

No Shelter Here
The Truth of Me
Barbed Wire Baseball

Nick and Tesla's High-1"oltage
Danger Lab

Can You Survive Storm Chasing?
Jake and Lily

The Dragonet Prophecy
Beconzing Babe Ruth
Gone Fishing: A Novel in Verse

Farrar, Straus, Giroux

Little Brown
Alfred A. Knopf

Farrar, Straus, Giroux
Henry Holt

Paula Wiseman
Balzer and Bray
Farrar, Straus, Giroux
Orchard Books

Clarion

Greenwillow
Dial

Clarion
Little Brown
Amulet

Margaret K. McElderry
Candlewick Press

HarperCollins
Walker

Peachtree

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
Pajama Press

Katherine Teagan

Harry N. Abrams, Inc.
Quirk Publishing

Capstone
Balzer and Bray

Scholastic, Inc.
Candlewick Press

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt

PREVIOUS WINNERS OF THE

PENNSYLVANIA YOUNG READER’S CHOICE
AWARDS

1991-1992

My Teacher Is an Alien by Bruce Coville (3-
5)

Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli (6-8)
1992-1993

Fudge-A-Mania by Judy Blume (3-5)
Shiloh by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor (6-8)
1993-1994

The Stinky Cheese Man & Other Fairly Stu-
pid Tales by Jon Scieszka and Lane Smith
(3-8)

1994-1995

Martha Speaks by Susan Meddaugh (K-3)
The Giver by Lois Lowry (3-8)
1995-1996

The Three Little Wolves and the Big Bad Pig
by Eugene Trivizas (K-3)

The Sweetest Fig by Chris Van Allsburg (3-
8)

1996-1997

Officer Buckle and Gloria by Peggy
Rathmann (K-3)

Swamp Angel by Anne Isaacs (3-6)

Heart of a Champion by Carl Deuker (6-8)
1997-1998

Buz by Richard Egielski (K-3)

The Best School Year Ever by Barbara Rob-
inson (3-6)

Spying on Miss Miiller by Eve Bunting (6-8)
1998-1999

No More Water in the Tub by Ted Arnold
(K-3)

Shiloh Season by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor
(3-6)

Crash by Jerry Spinelli (6-8)

1999-2000

The Adventures of Captain Underpants by
Dav Pilkey (K-3)

Frindle by Andrew Clements (3-6)
Holes by Louis Sachar (6-8)
2000-2001

No David! by David Shannon (K-3)

The Scrambled States of America by Laurie
Keller (3-6)

Bud, not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis
(6-8)

2001-2002

A Bad Case of Stripes by David Shannon (K-
3)

So You Want to Be President by Judith St.
George (3-6)

Among the Hidden by Margaret Peterson
Haddix (6-8)

2002-2003

Humpty-Dumpty Egg-Splodes by Kevin
O’Malley (K-3)

The Butterfly by Patricia Polacco (3-6)

The Two Princesses of Bamarre by Gail
Carson Levine (6-8)

2003-2004
Widget by Lyn Rossiter McFarland (K-3)

Lewis and Clark and Me by Laurie Myers
(3-6)

Hoot by Carl Hiaasen (6-8)
2004-2005

Substitute Teacher Plans by Doug Johnson
(K-3)

Double Fudge by Judy Blume (3-6)
Eragon by Christopher Paolini (6-8)
Continued on page 14
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Grades 6-8

The Water Castle
Ghost Hawk

Stolen into Slavery: The
True Story of Solomon
Northup, Free Black Man

Escape from Mr.
Lemoncello’s Library

Prisoner B-3087
Force Out

Breathing Room
One for the Murphys
Ungifted

Wake up Missing
Road Trip

Eruption!: Volcanoes and
the Science of Saving Lives

Counting by 7s

From Hardships to
Championships

One Came Home
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Young Adult
Tiger Lily
The Impossible Knife of
Memory
The Coldest Girl in
Coldtown

Rapture Practice
I'm With Stupid

Moonbird: a Year on the
Wind with the Great Sur-
vivor B95

Reality Boy

Relish: My Life in the
Kitchen

If You Find Me
Rotten

The Living
Eleanor & Park

Aristotle and Dante Dis-
cover the Secrets of the
Universe

Out of the Easy

Blakemore, Megan
Frazer
Cooper, Susan

Fradin, Judith Bloom
and Dennis Brindell
Fradin

Grabenstien, Chris

Gratz, Alan

Green, Tim
Hayles, Marsha

Hunt, Lynda Mullaly
Korman, Gordon
Messner, Kate

Paulsen, Gary and Jim
Paulsen
Rusch, Elizabeth

Sloan, Holly Goldberg
Stout, Glenn
Timberlake, Amy

Anderson, Jodi Lynn
Anderson, Laurie Halse
Black, Holly

Hartzler, Aaron
Herbach, Geoff

Hoose, Phillip
King, A. S.
Knisley, Lucy
Murdoch, Emily
Northrop, Michael
Pefia, Matt de la

Rowell, Rainbow

Saenz, Benjamin Alire
Sepetys, Ruta
Shepherd, Megan

Grades 6-8

The Water Castle

Ghost Hawk

Stolen into Slavery: The True Story of
Solomon Northup, Free Black Man

Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s 1i-
brary
Prisoner B-3087

Force Out
Breathing Room

One for the Murphys
Ungifted

Wake up Missing
Road Trip

Eruption!: Volcanoes and the Science
of Saving Lives

Counting by 7s

From Hardships to Championships

One Came Home

Young Adult

Tiger Lily

The Impossible Knife of Menory
The Coldest Girl in Coldtown
Rapture Practice

I'm With Stupid

Walker Books

Margaret K. McElderry

National Geographic
Society

Random House

Scholastic, Inc.
HarperCollins

Square Fish

Nancy Paulsen Books
Balzer & Bray
Walker Books
Wendy Lamb Books

Houghton Mifflin Har-
court

Dial

Sandpiper

Alfred A Knopf

HarperCollins
Viking

Little, Brown
Little Brown

Sourcebooks Fire

Moonbird: a Year on the Wind with the

Great Survivor B95

Reality Boy

Relish: My Life in the Kitchen
If You Find Me

Rotten

The Living

Eleanor & Park

Farrar , Straus, Giroux

Little Brown
First Second

St. Martin's Press
Scholastic, Inc.
Delacorte

St. Martin's Press

Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets

of the Universe
Out of the Easy
The Madman's Daughter

Simon & Schuster

Philomel

Balzer & Bray



Ideas for Promoting
The Pennsylvania Young Reader’s Choice Award
Librarian-Teacher Activities

Promote books in the program! Book talk scripts and online presentations for you to copy
and use are available at pyrca.wikispaces.com

Look at the PSLA Web page for more information and links to authors.

Have students do author studies.

Read the books aloud to students and encourage teachers and parents to do the same.
If your school has a book fair, include the books in the program.

Give teachers the charts (available on the Web site) and wiki to make record keeping
easier.

Suggest these books to students and teachers as possible book reports and/or summer read-
ing lists. Perhaps teachers could require students to read one title from the list.

Collaborate with public librarians to promote the program.
Student Activities

Have students help promote PYRCA books by creating Public Service Announcements
(PSAs), QR codes, Prezis or PowerPoints

Combine the program with other commercial reading programs, Reading Olympics, Battle
of the Books or your summer reading program.

Have students write reviews for the school newspaper, your Web site or blog.
General Activities

Create a bulletin board or display promoting our state award.

Link book trailers for PYRCA books to your online catalog.

Send information home about the program through the parent newsletter, and be sure to
post the appropriate grade level lists on the library or classroom Web pages.

Suggest these books as presents for birthdays, the holidays or any time.
Include these titles on your library or classroom wish list.

Use masters included in this brochure to make bookmarks with PYRCA titles.
Write a mini-grant to help fund the PYRCA program at your school.

Create a display by copying/scanning the book jackets. Include a QR code that links to a
Web site about the book or the author next to the jackets.

Consider shelving the books in a special area and/or marking the spines with colored
stickers.

Visit the program wiki for even more ideas at pyrca.wikispaces.com..
Check out the PYRCA Facebook Pagehttps://www.facebook.com/pyrca
Follow us on twitter: @PA_YRCA

Book Marks/Ballots
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Kindergarten — Grade 3 Grades 3-6

O Doll Bones
Building Our House 0

Mr. Tiger Goes Wild

A Splash of Red: The Life and

Art of Horace Pippin O The Price of Freedom: How One
Town Stood Up To Slavery

Flora & Ulysses: the Illuminated
Adventures

O The Lost Treasure of Tuckernuck

Papa's Mechanical Fish O Charlie Bumpers vs. the Teacher
Bowling Alley Bandit of the Year

Daredevil: The Daring Life of O The Adventures of a South Pole
Betty Skelton Pig: a Novel of Snow and Courage
Chloe O No Shelter Here: Making the

World a Kinder Place for Dogs
Kelsey Green, Reading Queen 0 The Truth of Me

Lucky Ducklings 0 Barbed Wire Baseball

Xander's Panda Party 0 Nick and Tesla's High-Voltage
Danger Lab: A Mystery with Elec-
tromagnets, Burglar Alarms, and
Other Gadgets You Can Build
Yourself

Stardines Swim High Across
the Sky: and Other Poems

Dragons Love Tacos
O Can You Survive Storm Chasing?:
An Interactive Survival Adventure

Tales for Very Picky Eaters

The Dark Jake and Lily

Like Bug Juice on a Burger The Dragonet Prophecy

Becoming Babe Ruth

S OO O

Gone Fishing: A Novel in Verse
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YOUNG ADULT VOTING REPORT FORM
o 2014-2015
PENNSYLVANIA YOUNG READER’S CHOICE AWARDS PROGRAM

v, » KINDERGARTEN - GRADE 3 VOTING REPORT FORM
2014-2015
PENNSYLVANIA YOUNG READER’S CHOICE AWARDS PROGRAM

Title Author Total
Votes

Building Our House Bean, Jonathan

Mr. Tiger Goes Wild Brown, Peter

A Splash of Red: The Life and Art of Horace Pippin Bryant, Jen

Papa's Mechanical Fish Fleming, Candace

Bowling Alley Bandit Keller, Laurie

Daredevil: The Daring Life of Betty Skelton McCarthy, Meghan

Chloe McCatty, Peter
Kelsey Green, Reading Queen Mills, Claudia
Lucky Ducklings Moote, Eva
Xander's Panda Party Park, Linda Sue

Title Author Total Votes
Tiger Lily Anderson, Jodi Lynn
The Impossible Knife of Memory Anderson, Laurie Halse
The Coldest Girl in Coldtown Black, Holly

Rapture Practice Hartzler, Aaron

I'm With Stupid Herbach, Geoff
Moonbird: a Year on the Wind with |Hoose, Phillip

the Great Survivor B95

Reality Boy King, A. S.

Relish: My Life in the Kitchen Khnisley, Lucy

If You Find Me Murdoch, Emily

Rotten Northrop, Michael

The Living Pefa, Matt de la
Eleanor & Park Rowell, Rainbow

Stardines Swim High Across the Sky: and Other Poems Prelutsky, Jack

Aristotle and Dante Discover the
Secrets of the Universe

Saenz, Benjamin Alire

Dragons Love Tacos Rubin, Adam

Tales for Very Picky Eaters Schneider, Josh

Out of the Easy Sepetys, Ruta

The Dark Snicket, Lemony

The Madman's Daughter Shepherd, Megan

Like Bug Juice on a Burger Sternberg, Julie

Name (adult in charge)
Name of School or Library
School District

Address

City, State, Zip

Telephone and e-mail
Report online by March 31, 2015 to tinyurl.com/pyrca-vote OR
Mail to Pennsylvania Young Reader’s Choice Awards Program

c/o Stephanie Gibson, 2750 Old Orchard Rd., Lancaster, PA 17601

pvrea.psla@gmail.com
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Name (adult in charge)
Name of School or Library
School District
Address

City, State, Zip
Telephone and e-mail

%ﬁ}t{port online by March 31, 2015 to tinyurl.com/pyrca-vote

Mail to Pennsylvania Young Reader’s Choice Awards Program
c/o Stephanie Gibson, 2750 Old Orchard Rd., Lancaster, PA 17601

pyrea.psla@gmail.com
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GRADES 3-6 VOTING REPORT FORM

2014-2015

" PENNSYLVANIA YOUNG READER’S CHOICE AWARDS PROGRAM

GRADES 6-8 VOTING REPORT FORM

2014-2015

PENNSYLVANIA YOUNG READER’S CHOICE AWARDS PROGRAM

Title

Author

Total Votes

Title

Author

Total Votes

Doll Bones

Black, Holly

The Water Castle

Blakemore, Megan Frazer

Flora & Ulysses: the Illuminated Adventures

DiCamillo, Kate

Ghost Hawk

Cooper, Susan

The Lost Treasure of Tuckernuck

Fairlie, Emily

The Price of Freedom: How One Town Stood
Up To Slavery

Fradin, Judith Bloom
and Dennis Fradin

Stolen into Slavery: The True Story of Solo-
mon Northup, Free Black Man

Fradin, Judith Bloom and
Dennis Brindell Fradin

Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library

Grabenstien, Chris

Charlie Bumpers vs. the Teacher of the Year

Harley, Bill

The Adventures of a South Pole Pig: a Novel
of Snow and Courage

Kurtz, Chris

No Shelter Here: Making the World a Kinder

Place for Dogs

Laidlaw, Rob

The Truth of Me

MacLachlan, Patricia

Barbed Wire Baseball

Moss, Marissa

Nick and Tesla's High-1"oltage Danger Lab

Pflugfelder, Bob and
Steve Hockensmith

Prisoner B-3087 Gratz, Alan

Force Out Green, Tim

Breathing Room Hayles, Marsha

One for the Murphys Hunt, Lynda Mullaly
Ungifted Korman, Gordon
Wake up Missing Messner, Kate

Road Trip Paulsen, Gary and Jim

Paulsen

Can You Survive Storm Chasing?: An Inter-
active Survival Adventure

Raum, Elizabeth

Eruption!: Volcanoes and the Science of Sav-

ing Lives

Rusch, Elizabeth

Counting by 7s

Sloan, Holly Goldberg

Jake and Lily Spinelli, Jerry
The Dragonet Prophecy Sutherland, Tui T.
Becoming Babe Ruth Tavares, Matt

From Hardships to Championships

Stout, Glenn

Gone Fishing: A Nowvel in Verse

Wissinger, Tamera Will

One Came Home

Timbetrlake, Amy

Name (adult in charge)

Name of School or Library

School District

Address

City, State, Zip

Telephone and e-mail

Report online by March 31, 2015 to tinyurl.com/pyrca-vote OR

Mail to Pennsylvania Young Reader’s Choice Awards Program
c/o Stephanie Gibson, 2750 Old Orchard Rd., Lancaster, PA 17601

pvrea.psla@gmail.com

Name (adult in charge)

Name of School or Library

School District

Address

City, State, Zip

Telephone and e-mail

Report online by March 31, 2015 to tinyurl.com/pyrca-vote OR
Mail to Pennsylvania Young Reader’s Choice Awards Program
c/o Stephanie Gibson, 2750 Old Orchard Rd., Lancaster, PA 17601

pyrea.psla@gmail.com
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